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RECOMMENDED FINISHES
The finishing details must be considered and 
agreed from the project outset to establish the 
individual areas of responsibility for all parties 
involved in the project.

12.1  INTRODUCTION
There are no short cuts to optimum performance with the installation of 
any flooring. An overview of each project right from the outset is essential 
to ensure finishing details are considered and agreed. This will also 
establish the individual areas of responsibility for all parties involved in 
the project. 

There is no question that the final details contribute so much to an 
impressive finish for the floor. These include relatively minor details 
such as awkward corners, internal or external mitres, the junction where 
different floor coverings meet and finishing details around drains and 
other accessories. These make up only a small proportion of the total 
floor, yet they often make up most of an architect’s snag list. 

A Polyflor installation must focus on these important details and also take 
into account all aspects of the location. We believe that the floor must not 
only look good, but also perform well, so that it is impermeable, hygienic 
and safe. 

12.2 DRAINAGE
The location of drains is important. 

 > As far as possible, they should be away from sources of vibration in 
order to reduce movement. 

 > To make leak detection easier locate away from beams, columns  
and walls. 

 > Drains should be close to the main spillage sources, when direct outlets 
from spillage sources are not possible. 

 > The floor gradient into the drain depends on the process, traffic volume 
and the surface texture of the floor covering. 

 > The drains used should be built to permit examination, cleaning and 
repair without these operations causing damage to the floor.
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12.2.1 Shower Drains
Only drains which have been specifically designed for use with sheet vinyl 
floorings should be considered. Most of these drains have clamping rings, 
which ensure the watertight security which is essential where hygiene 
and safety are of primary importance. 

These clamping rings ensure that the Polysafe floor covering is held 
securely in position and they prevent the ingress of water that could 
adversely affect the adhesion at this critical point.

Figure 3 Linear Drain

Figure 1 Stainless steel drain prior to fitting vinyl clamping ring

Figure 2 Drain with clamping ring in place

12.2.2 Drainage channels and gullies
Again, only drainage channels and gullies which incorporate vinyl 
clamping and locking systems into their design should be considered.

12.3 CONSTRUCTION JOINT COVERS 
Correct treatment at expansion joints is also essential if the floor is going 
to last and perform in a safe and hygienic manner. We recommend that 
expansion joints are covered using either a PVC expansion joint cover, or 
a cover with a PVC insert, so that the flooring can be thermally welded to 
the cover (Fig 4). 

12.4 EDGE TRIMS
In many of the areas where Polyflor is installed, other types of floor 
covering will also be used. The junction between the Polyflor flooring and 
these other types of floor covering is a potential weak point, if not treated 
properly. Correct installation minimises problems such as water leakage 
and trip hazard.

12.4.1 Polyflor or Polysafe with ceramic or quarry floor tiles 

In installations where the edge of the vinyl comes into contact with 
ceramic or quarry tiles:

 > Achieving a watertight joint at the junction is important. 

 > Aluminium edge trims with PVC inserts are ideal for this purpose. 
They facilitate installation and the PVC insert allows for a welded joint 
between the edge trim and the Polyflor floor covering.

12.5 POLYFLOR WITH CARPET

 > Ensure the junction between Polyflor and carpet is clearly visible.

 > Minimise any trip hazard by using edging strips. 

 > A variety of edging strips are available for this junction. The relevant 
manufacturers can supply further advice on installation and use of these 
types of trims. 

KEY POINT

On no account must the 
Polyflor or Polysafe be 
taken straight over the 
expansion joint. This will 
lead to failure.

Figure 4 PVC expansion joint
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12.5.1 Bevelled and diminishing strips

 > Bevelled or diminishing strips should be used at all exposed edges of 
Polyflor vinyl floorings to minimise trip hazards.

 > The bevelled strip should be butted tightly to the exposed edge of the 
Polyflor vinyl flooring. The bevelled strip should be fixed using a contact 
adhesive and the joint may be thermally welded.

12.6 ACCESS COVERS

The use of access covers is important to facilitate either the welding of 
the Polyflor vinyl flooring to the cover and frame or where the Polyflor 
vinyl flooring can be clamped into place. Both these solutions result in a 
watertight, hygienic and safe joint.

12.7 INSTALLATION OF ACCESSORIES

The Polyflor Ejecta ranges of flooring accessories are PVC extrusions 
designed for use with most vinyl floor coverings, especially the Polyflor 
and Polysafe ranges. 

The Ejecta range includes:

 > Set-in coved skirtings

 > Sit-on coved skirtings

 > Cove former

 > Capping strip 

 > CT strip 

 > Weld rods

	For more information on weld rods refer    
 to Section ten.

12.8 RECEIPT & STORAGE
On arrival at site, the accessories should be checked, stored and 
conditioned, together with the adhesive, as described for vinyl flooring.

12.9 PREPARATION
 > Ensure that all surfaces are firm, dry and free of dust, grease and oil. 

 > Fair faced brickwork or block work should have a latex skim coat applied, 
as this provides a smooth, firm surface of known porosity which will 
minimise adhesive usage and improve adhesion. 

 > Alternatively, 5.5mm thick plywood can be cut into appropriate width 

NOTE Inflammable adhesives require special storage conditions. 
Contact adhesive manufacturer or refer to current literature for details.

strips and then securely fixed to the block work to provide a smooth 
surface onto which the skirting can be fitted.

 > All painted surfaces must be stripped back and wire brushed to remove 
all traces of paint.

12.10 MARKING OUT
 > Accurate marking out is essential to minimise adhesive usage and to 
prevent excess adhesive spoiling decorations. 

 > Marking out may be done by a variety of methods including scribers, 
height gauges and section templates. 

 > All fitting work must be carried out accurately prior to application of 
adhesive, as movement afterwards is restricted. 

 > Adjustments for length should always be made on straight joints — 
never on mitred sections — unless the length of the wall does not permit 
this.

 > When using sit-on coved skirtings around external corners, a joint can 
be avoided by grooving out some of the material from the back using an 
Exacto cutter, and then warming the coving with a hot air gun. It should 
be noted that the toe will be curved rather than right angled when the 
coved skirting is installed.

12.11  ADHESIVE APPLICATION

This system is based upon a solution of polychloroprene rubber in organic 
solvents. The application is as follows:

 > If the surface is slightly porous, apply a suitable primer and leave  
to dry.

 > Apply adhesive equally to the section and to the surface to which it will 
be attached, using a suitable applicator. Leave until the adhesive is dry 
to the touch.

 > As a guide, adhesive coverage should be approximately 5 litres per 100 
metres on 100mm high Ejecta section, dependent upon the porosity of 
the surface and the thickness of applied coats.

12.12 ADHERING THE ACCESSORIES

 > When the adhesive is dry to the touch, press the section firmly against 
the other surface, placing it accurately first time. 

NOTE Always read carefully and observe the instructions of the adhesive 

manufacturer. Paying particular attention to use of solvent-based adhesives, 

especially regarding ventilation and possible sources of ignition.

KEY POINT

For use in well ventilated 
areas where there is no 
risk of ignition of the 
organic vapours.

152 153152



RECOMMENDED FINISHES Section twelveRECOMMENDED FINISHES Section twelve

 > The section should not be removed or subjected to lateral force if good 
adhesion is to be assured. 

 > Set-in coved skirtings are applied before the floor finish is laid and  
sit-on coved skirtings are applied after the floor finish is laid. 

12.13 SKIRTINGS AND OTHER FINISHES

Polyflor supplies a wide range of PVC profiles which are ideal for use 
with the Polyflor range of products. In most installations, we would 
recommend that the Polyflor vinyl flooring is either site-coved up the 
wall, or a ‘set in’ coved skirting is used which can be welded to the Polyflor 
vinyl flooring.

12.13.1 Site coving

Polyflor Ejecta CT strip (Fig 5 and 6) provides the ideal solution for the 
junction between site-coved Polyflor vinyl flooring and ceramic wall tiles.

The flexible section is designed to accept ceramic wall tiles on one side 
and the various gauges of Polyflor on the other.

Figure 5 Polyflor Ejecta CT Strip

Figure 6 Polyflor Ejecta CT Strip

Practise these 
techniques on 

the 2 day Polyflor 
Advanced Cap & 

Cove Course

12.13.2 Set-in coved skirtings

Where the use of the site-coved method of installation is impractical or 
is not cost effective, the Polyflor Ejecta set-in skirting (Fig7) is a viable 
alternative. 

Very similar to the sit-on type skirting in appearance, the set in skirting 
has a 50mm toe which is adhered to the subfloor and allows the main 
field of sheet vinyl to be welded to it. 

12.14 SIT-ON SKIRTINGS

Sit-on skirting (Fig 8) generally tend only to be used in conjunction with 
tiled floors to provide a finish around the perimeter of the room. The sit-
on skirting is adhered to the walls and the toe of the skirting sits on top of 
the floor; it is not welded. If requested suitable mastic sealant can be used 
beneath the toe of the skirting.

12.15 MASTIC SEALANT FINISH

When specified suitable silicone mastics can be used as a finish around 
the perimeter of a room. This is provided a water tight finish is not 
required and all parties are in agreement as to this type of finish.

Figure 7 Set-in coved skirting

Figure 8 Sit-on coved skirting

Welded joint
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RESISTANCE TO 
CHEMICALS
An overview of the general chemical  
resistance of Polyflor Vinyl Flooring.

13.1  POLYFLOR VINYL FLOORING

Polyflor and Polysafe vinyl floor coverings features include:

 > An above average resistance to mild and dilute acids, alkalis, soaps  
and detergents. 

 > Unharmed by petrol and strong acids, provided any spillage is cleaned 
off immediately. 

 > Should not be allowed to come into contact with Ketones, chlorinated 
solvents, acetone and similar solvents; however, should this happen, the 
effect can be minimised. Remove the spillage immediately, then leave 
any solvent residue to evaporate, prior to allowing any footfall. 

 > Are suitable for use in all areas where most chemicals are used and 
there is only risk of accidental spillage; however some chemicals contain 
very strong dyes that, even after a short period of contact, will stain 
the vinyl flooring. In areas where such chemicals are used selecting an 
appropriate dark colour can minimise the staining effect.

IMPORTANT NOTE  Polyflor test for resistance to chemicals is evaluated over a 24 hour  
 contact period at a room temperature of 21ºC, followed by rinsing  
 with cold water. Polyflor believes this simulates the worst situation  
 where spillages are not removed immediately and are only cleaned by  
 normal maintenance. Some stains can be removed by abrading with a  
 nylon pad during maintenance. A emulsion floor polish can be   
 used as a sacrificial layer for protecting the floor against staining.

 Where specific chemicals are used – for instance in a photographic  
 laboratory – a set of chemical resistance charts is available on request.  
 These charts show the resistance to a range of specific chemicals by  
 shade for each Polyflor product, and will prove helpful in selecting  
 colours which are least affected by specific chemicals. 

13.2 GENERAL CHEMICAL RESISTANCE OF POLYFLOR VINYL FLOORING

13.3 POLYFLOR RUBBER FLOOR COVERINGS

Polyflor Rubber floor coverings have average resistance to mild and 
dilute acids, alkalis, soaps and detergents. Prolonged exposure to petrol, 
oils, greases and fats will cause softening and swelling. Polyflor Rubber 
floor coverings are unsuitable for garage workshops or food preparation 
areas, but are suitable for areas where spillage is infrequent. Occasional, 
accidental spillages, which are removed immediately, do not normally 
damage the flooring. A comprehensive guide to chemical effects and 
staining by product shade is available on request.

13.4 REACTION TO RUBBER

Antioxidants used in the manufacture of rubber can cause staining. 
Non-rubber traffic mats are recommended, as are tyre trays for car 
showrooms, etc. Using black or dark brown floor coverings will not 
prevent staining but will disguise it. Lighter coloured rubber can also be 
specified for appliance feet, trolley wheels etc.

13.5 ALCO-BASED HAND GELS

Polyflor homogeneous PUR, heterogeneous PUR and Polysafe safety 
flooring ranges are compatible for use with the most commonly used 
alco-based hand gels. Some alco-based hand gels contain a high 
concentration of ethanol and to discuss their compatibility with other 
Polyflor floor coverings, contact Polyflor Customer Technical Services 
Department (CTSD) on +44 (0) 161 767 1912.

ORGANIC LIQUIDS EFFECT ACTION

Aldehydes
Esters
Halogenated hydrocarbons
Ketones

Flooring attack occurs after several 
minutes.

Wipe up immediately.

Alcohols
Ethers
Glycols
Hydrocarbons (aromatic & 
aliphatic)
Petroleum spirit
Vegetable oil

After several days, plasticiser extraction 
occurs, with associated problems of 
shrinkage and embrittlement.

Wipe up immediately.

AQUEOUS SOLUTIONS EFFECT ACTION

Mild acids and alkalis No effect.

Strong alkalis
Will strip polish and may cause 
discolouration in some shades.

Dilute and remove. 

Strong acids Prolonged contact can cause discolouration. Dilute and remove immediately.

Dyes (indicators) Contact can cause discolouration. Dilute and remove immediately.
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OPERATING 
TEMPERATURES
An overview of operating temperatures and 
Polyflor Vinyl Flooring.

14.1  OVERVIEW

The full range of Polyflor and Polysafe sheet vinyl floor coverings can be 
used under a wide range of service temperatures.

Maximum upper temperature 60°C (140°F)
Minimum lower temperature -20°C (-4°F)

Use in such extreme conditions is dependent upon the correct selection 
of adhesive. Guidance should be sought from the adhesive manufacturer 
for approval of the adhesive at the expected temperatures. Typically, an 
approved two-part epoxy or polyurethane adhesive should be used in the 
main field, and a contact adhesive for vertical applications.

It is important that the materials be conditioned and installed at normal 
room temperatures: 18°C (65°F). The material should be fully adhered to 
the substrate, taking care to ensure that there are no unsupported voids 
beneath the vinyl. In these types of installation, and where site coving is  
specified, then a pencil cove should be used, and not one with a cove 
former. All joints should be hot welded 24 hours after installation and 
before the installation is taken to the service temperature.

Polyflor and Polysafe ranges can both withstand occasional sudden 
changes in temperature caused by short-term contact with hot water and 
steam. Long-term or regular contact should be avoided. Where there is a 
possibility of regular contact with liquid gases, which are extremely cold, 
the constant expansion and contraction of the vinyl may cause premature 
failure. In these instances, laying a second piece of vinyl loose laid on 
top of the floor as protection can be beneficial. This can be easily and 
economically replaced should it be damaged.

14.2 UNDERFLOOR HEATING
All Polyflor and Polysafe vinyl product ranges can be installed over 
underfloor heating, with the following recommendations: 

 > The system should be fully tested and commissioned prior to the 
flooring installation commencing to ensure the heating system is 
operating correctly. 

 > Underfloor Heating systems should be switched off and be fully cooled 
for a minimum of 48 hours prior to the installation commencing. The 
system should remain off and fully cooled during the installation and 
for a minimum of 48 hours afterwards. It should then be slowly brought 
back up to the working temperature incrementally over several days. 

 > A maximum subfloor temperature; (at the adhesive line) of 27ºC should 
never be exceeded. 

 > Specialist high temperature adhesives should be used in areas with 
underfloor heating, direct sunlight, and areas of high solar gain. Please 
refer to the Polyflor Approved Adhesive List or contact your adhesive 
manufacturer for more information.

14.3 AREAS SUBJECTED TO PROLONGED SUNLIGHT

Large, sun-facing windows (especially where under-floor heating is in 
use) and conservatories can experience problems due to high daytime 
temperatures and low night-time temperatures. 

 > Ensure that an even day and night temperature is maintained during the 
laying period and until the adhesive reaches its full bond strength, which 
is normally three days. 

 > To achieve the best results, shade all windows, turn off any underfloor 
heating, provide background heating at 18°C and select an epoxy or 
polyurethane grade adhesive. 

 > Condition the tiles correctly prior to installation. Polyflor will not 
accept responsibility for any expansion or shrinkage problems, which 
may result from changes in temperature during the period when the 
adhesive is reaching full bond strength.

14.4 PROTECTION FROM RADIATED HEAT SOURCES 

The Polysafe range of floor coverings is often specified in situations 
where excessive heat causes problems with the floor covering and the  
adhesive. It is impractical to give specific details, as equipment such as 
ovens and kilns vary in design and height above the flooring material. 

Where the conditions may cause a problem, we would recommend the use 
of metal trays to deflect the heat away from the floor, and an adhesive 
suitable for these conditions, such as an epoxy or polyurethane. 

If you are unsure, we recommend that you discuss the application with 
the Polyflor Customer Technical Services Department (CTSD) on  
+44 (0) 161 767 1912.

KEY POINT
When underfloor heating 
is the only source of heat, 
alternative measures 
must be taken to 
meet all site condition 
requirements, as 
previously mentioned.

K E Y P O I N T

Polyflor floor coverings 
are designed for 
internal usage only. We 
cannot guarantee the 
performance of any of our 
floor coverings in external 
environments.
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